Animal Shelter Advisory Committee
09/21/2017

Notice is hereby given of a regular meeting of the Animal Shelter Advisory Committee of the City of San
Angelo to be held on September 21, 2017 at 12:00 PM at the McNease Convention Center — South
Meeting Room, 501 Rio Concho Drive, San Angelo, Texas, for the purpose of considering the following
agenda items.

1. Call to Order

2. Public Comment

Issues or items that are not on the agenda may be raised by the public at this time. Citizens should
speak from the podium, begin by stating their name and limit remarks to less than three minutes.
Committee members may request that a discussed item be placed on a future agenda. The Committee
takes public comment on all Regular Agenda items during the discussion of those items.

3. Consent Agenda

a. Consider approving the August 17, 2017 Animal Shelter Advisory Committee regular meeting

minutes

4. Regular Agenda

a. Discussion and possible action related to monthly shelter numbers for August 2017

b. Discussion and possible action related to the animal control procedure for bite cases.

5. Follow Up and Administrative Issues

a. Update on the planned training session for October 19, 2017.

b. Update on the regularly scheduled meeting for November 16, 2017.

c. Consider cancellation of the December 21, 2017 meeting due to holiday scheduling.

6. Adjournment

CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify that the above notice of meeting was posted on the bulletin board at the City Hall of the
City of San Angelo, Texas, on the 18th day of September 2017, at 11:00 a.m.

Morgan Chegwidden,
Asst. Director Neighborhood & Family Services



All agenda items are subject to action. The Animal Shelter Advisory Committee reserves the right to consider business
out of posted.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of San Angelo will provide for reasonable
accommodations for persons attending board or commission meetings. To better serve you, requests should be received
48 hours prior to the meetings. Please contact the Assistant Director Neighborhood & Family Services at 325-657-4225.

In an effort to provide our viewing public with information on the various City Boards and Commissions. This meeting will
be recorded and broadcasted on Local Government Channel 17 at 8:00 a.m. on Fridays. For a schedule of all broadcasts,
contact the Public Information Office at 481-2727 or visit our website at www.cosatx.us.



Morgan Chegwidden, Assistant Director of Neighborhood Services, Neighborhood and Family

Requestor: ¢ vices, 325-657-4224

Meeting Date: September 21, 2017

Item type: Consent Item

Caption:

Consider approving the August 17, 2017 Animal Shelter Advisory Committee regular meeting minutes
Summary/History:
Attached are the minutes of the August 17, 2017 animal shelter advisory committee meeting for your consideration.

Financial Impact:

N/A

Other Information/Recommendation:

Staff recommends approval.
Attachments:
1. 8-17-17 Minutes 170817 ASAC Minutes.docx

Presentation:

Approvals/Reviews:

Morgan Chegwidden Created/Initiated



Animal Services Advisory Minutes
August 17, 2017

A regular meeting of the Animal Services Advisory Committee of the City of San Angelo was held on
Thursday, August 17, 2017 at 12:00 p.m. at the McNease Convention Center — South Meeting Room, 501
Rio Concho Drive, San Angelo, Texas, for the purpose of considering the following agenda items.

Committee Attendees: Timothy Davenport-Herbst, David Howard, Victor Schulze, Ryan Smith and Jenie
Wilson

Staff Attendees: Bob Salas, Director of Neighborhood and Family Services
Robert Diaz, Shelter Supervisor

1. Call to Order
2. Public Comment

David Howard called the meeting to order and asked for public comment on items not on the agenda.
There were no comments.

3. Consent Agenda

a. Consider approving the May 18, 2017 regular meeting minutes. Mrs. Wilson moved to approve, Mr.

Howard seconded. The motion carried.

4. Regular Agenda

a. Consider election of a chairperson and vice chairperson to unexpired terms ending January 2018.

Mr. Smith self-nominated for chairperson, Mr. Davenport-Herbst seconded. The motion carried.
Mr. Smith nominated Mr. Davenport-Herbst for vice chairperson, Mr. Howard seconded. The
motion carried.

b. Discussion and possible action related to monthly shelter numbers for May, June and July 2017.

Mr. Salas presented the numbers for the months of May, June and July 2017. Discussion of intake,
adoptions and euthanasia were presented. Discussion regarding owner returns clarifying that this
is pets reunited to their family. Discussion regarding growth in microchip clinic usage. Clarification
on the live release rate as this indicates the number of animals not euthanized. Mrs. Wilson noted
the discrepancies between Concho Valley PAWS’ adoptions and transports vs. the city’s as we
correct the administration of case sheets. Mr. Smith asked for further breakdown of what the
numbers encompass. Public comment was made by Mr. Bill Lockett regarding the owner returned.

c. Discussion and possible action related to animal control officer training and euthanasia protocol.

Mr. Salas presented the process for animal control officer training including formal classroom



requirements as well as on the job training and online classes. If needed, the training period is
expanded depending on the situation. Public comment was made by Christina Delao who asked for
more information on the euthanasia training and protocols. Mr. Bill Lockett also commented in
favor of more staffing.

Mr. Salas went on to describe the euthanasia protocol. Dr. Schulze provided more information on
the procedure. Discussion was also held regarding how to determine what, if any, animals would
be euthanized in the field. Mr. Smith requested some scenarios of what illnesses are subject to
euthanasia, both in the field and in the shelter for the next meeting. Mr. Davenport-Herbst asked
about the controlled substances. Dr. Schulze advised that the Drug Enforcement Agency can and
does audit our log of administered drugs and that the narcotics in question do have some street
value and use. Christina Delao commented again requesting information on whether the heart
beat is taken to ensure the animal is truly deceased and staff answered in the affirmative. Public
comment from Alan Prest asked if an audit was conducted to ensure that staff is following our own
protocols. Mr. Salas advised we’d follow up with this information. Dr. Schulze suggested that a
third party conduct the audit. Mrs. Wilson noted that our own protocols are more restrictive than
the state level so the audit would not be conducted by the state. Mr. Howard asked what
documentation is required when a euthanasia is conducted. Mr. Diaz described the procedure
which includes the assighnment of a case number, entry into our software system and the log of the
disposition of the animal including euthanasia, adoption and owner redeemed. Christina Delao
asked if photographs are required. Mr. Salas advised that is in place now as a new procedure.

5. Follow Up and Administrative Issues

a. Consider future agenda items. Alan Prest stated that the May community cat presentation was not

factual. Mr. Salas suggested a committee training at the October 19t regular meeting instead of a
standard agenda. Bill Lockett commented on animal control officer training.
6. Adjournment Mr. Davenport-Herbst motioned to adjourn, Dr. Schulze seconded. Meeting was

adjourned.



Morgan Chegwidden, Assistant Director of Neighborhood Services, Neighborhood and Family

Requestor: ¢ vices, 325-657-4224

Meeting Date: September 21, 2017

Item type: Regular Item

Caption:

Discussion and possible action related to monthly shelter numbers for August 2017
Summary/History:

August 2017 marked 17 months in a row where no adoptable animal was euthanized. We had a record breaking 132
citizens using the microchip clinic, due in large part to 114 microchips sold at the Clear the Shelter adoption event.

611 new animals arrived in the shelter during August. 300 were adopted, 55 were redeemed by their owner, 300 were
euthanized and 282 were left in the shelter at month end. Our live release rate was 65.52%.

Financial Impact:

N/A

Other Information/Recommendation:

No action necessary at this time.

Attachments:

1. PowerPoint 170921 ASAC Monthly Intake presentation.pptx
Presentation:

Yes

Approvals/Reviews:

Morgan Chegwidden Created/Initiated



Animal Shelter Advisory
Committee

September 21, 2017




August 2017
- 0 adoptable pets euthanized
» 17 months in a row

- 132 citizens using microchip clinic




August 2017

- 611 new arrivals

- 300 adopted

- 55 redeemed by owner

- 300 euthanized (feral, injured, sick, aggressive)
- 282 left in shelter

-+ 65.52% released live




August 2017

- 300 Euthanized
- 196 cats
- 81 dogs
. 20 skunks
- 1 opossum
- 1 rat
- 1 rooster




August 2017

- 300 Euthanized
- 148 Sick/Injured/Failure to thrive
- 74 Feral (not sick)
- 50 Aggressive/Bite Quarantine
- 20 Wildlife
- 8 Owner requested
- 0 Time/Space
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Morgan Chegwidden, Assistant Director of Neighborhood Services, Neighborhood and Family

Requestor: ¢ vices, 325-657-4224

Meeting Date: September 21, 2017

Item type: Regular Item

Caption:
Discussion and possible action related to the animal control procedure for bite cases.
Summary/History:

Municipal Court Judge Gilbert, municipal prosecutor Deborah Womack and myself meet weekly to review laws and
practices for the animal services division to improve procedures. As situations come up, we develop standard operating
procedures for even greater service delivery to citizens.

The first such standard operating procedure is before you today regarding bite cases. Animal services' number one
priority is to prevent the spread of disease from animals to humans. As such, both state health code chapter 822 and
city ordinance 3.01.010 govern practices for investigating bite cases.

Attached are both laws for your reference as well as the standard operating procedure which was conveyed to staff.
Admittedly, the procedures for complying with city ordinance need improvement and we're working to overhaul the
ordinance for greater governance.

Financial Impact:

N/A

Other Information/Recommendation:

Staff recommends approval of the standard operating procedure for bite cases.

Attachments:

1. City Ordinance Bite Cases Ord Bite Case.pdf

2. State Health Code 822 HS 10.822.pdf

3. PowerPoint 170921 ASAC Bite Case presentation.pptx
4, SOP Bite Cases 170825 SOP Animal Control Bite Dogs.docx

Presentation:
PowerPoint

Approvals/Reviews:

Morgan Chegwidden Created/Initiated
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CHAPTER 3

ANIMAL CONTROL

ARTICLE 3.01 GENERAL PROVISIONSi
Sec. 3.01.001 Definitions

As used in this chapter, the following words shall have the meanings ascribed to them unless the
context otherwise indicates:

Altered animal. An animal rendered unable to procreate by vasectomy, tubal ligation, spay or
neutering.

Animal. Any living vertebrate creature.

Animal breeder. An owner of an unaltered dog or cat that sells, trades, or gives away the offspring of
the unaltered dog or cat.

Cat. All members of the feline family of either sex, including one spayed or neutered.

Dog. All members of the canine family of either sex, including one spayed or neutered, except that a
dog used for law enforcement by a governmental entity is an instrumentality of the law enforcement
officer and is subject only to the rabies provisions of this chapter or as mandated by state law.

Ear tipping. The surgical removal of one-third (1/3) of the end of a cat's left ear under general
anesthesia. This procedure is performed by, or under the direct supervision of, a licensed
veterinarian typically during the sterilization process. Ear tipping is a widely accepted means of
identifying if a free-roaming community cat is already sterilized, as it prevents that cat the stress of
another unnecessary surgery. It is preferable that female cats are ear tipped on the left ear and male
cats have their right ear tipped.

Free-roaming community cat. A cat that is abandoned, stray, lost or feral and cared for by a free-
roaming community cat caregiver pursuant to this chapter.

Free-roaming community cat caregiver. A person who, in accordance with the trap-neuter-return-
maintain program defined in this chapter:

(1)  Provides care, including food, water, and shelter where possible, makes provisions
for appropriate vaccinations, and medical care to a free-roaming community cat; or

(2) Has temporary custody over a free-roaming community cat.

A free-roaming community cat caregiver shall not be considered the owner or keeper of a free-
roaming community cat.

Free-roaming community cat colony. Any number of cats that congregate, more or less, together as
a group and are managed by a free-roaming community cat caregiver. While not every cat in a
colony may be feral or stray, any cat that congregates with free-roaming community cats is deemed
part of a free-roaming community cat colony.

Harbors or harboring. The act of keeping or caring for an animal.

http://z2codes.franklinlegal.net/franklin/PrintViewer.jsp?printCollection=0 9/18/2017
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Microchip. A small device placed under the skin between an animal’s shoulder blades containing the
owner’s information and a number.

Multi-pet owner. A person who keeps or harbors more than seven dogs, other than puppies under
four months of age.

Nuisance. For purposes of article 3.10, conduct by domesticated or free-roaming community cats
that cause property damage or that disturb the peace. Stray, free-roaming or free-roaming
community cats may create a nuisance by:

(1) Habitually or continually howling, crying, or screaming; or

(2) Habitually and significantly destroying, desecrating or soiling property against the
wishes of the owner of the property; or

(3) Causing significant damage to natural resources.

Owner. Any person, firm, corporation, company or association who has, harbors, keeps or causes or
permits to be harbored or kept, or has in his care or who permits a dog, or cat or other animal to
remain on or about his premises for a period of three (3) days or more. A person, firm, corporation,
company or association shall not be deemed the owner or custodian of an animal when the animal is
free-roaming native wildlife or a free-roaming community cat.

Potbellied pig. The common name of ‘animals otherwise scientifically known as Sus scrofa
domestica.

Prohibited animal. An animal including but not limited to the following:

(1)  Any animal protected or endangered according to state or federal laws.

(2) Class Reptilia: All venomous snakes, venomous lizards and other venomous
animals within the Class Reptilia and animals in the Order Crocodilia.

(3) Class Mammalia: Order Carnivora, Family Felidae (ocelots, panthers, bobcats,
margay, tigers, jaguars, leopards and cougars), except commonly accepted domesticated
cats; the Family Canidae (wolves, dingoes, coyotes, foxes and jackals), except
domesticated dogs; Family Hyaenidae (hyenas); Family Mustelidae, (weasels, skunks,
martins, mink and badgers), except ferrets; Family Procyonidae (raccoon); Family Ursidae
(bears); Order Marsupialia (kangaroos and common opossums); Order Edentata
(anteaters) except armadillos; Order Proboscidea (elephants); Order Primates (monkeys,
chimpanzees and gorillas); Order Rodentia (porcupines); Order Ungulata (antelope, deer,
bison and camels); and Order Artiodactyla, Family Suidae (wild boars) and Family
Tayassuidae (javelina).

Qualified rescue organization. An organization that is tax-exempt under section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code and is organized and operated exclusively for the purpose of the prevention
of cruelty to animals. :

Spayed or neutered. Surgically sterilized sexually

Temporary. Only the time necessary to carry out the authorized activity.

Trap-neuter-return-maintain. The process of humanely trapping, sterilizing, vaccinating for rabies, ear
tipping, returning free-roaming community cats to their original location, and maintain the free-
roaming community cat colony.

http://z2codes.franklinlegal .net/franklin/PrintViewer.jsp?printCollection=0 9/18/2017
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Unaltered animal. An animal that has not been rendered unable to procreate [by] spay or neutering.

(1996 Code, art. 3.100; Ordinance adopted 3/17/09, sec. 1; Ordinance adopted 2/17/15; Ordinance
adopted 10/6/15)

Sec. 3.01.002 Penalty

Unless otherwise specified herein, any person, firm, corporation or association convicted of violating
any provision of this chapter shall be fined in accordance with the general penalty provision found in
section 1.01.009 of this code. (1996 Code, sec. 3.2101; Ordinance adopted 11/16/99; Ordinance
adopted 3/17/09, sec. 2; Ordinance adopted 10/6/15)

Sec. 3.01.003 Appearance in court required

(a) Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter may be arrested upon written
complaint and shall be taken immediately before the judge of the municipal court when such person
refuses to give him written promise to appear in court as hereinafter provided.

(b)  Whenever any person violates any part of this chapter and such person is not immediately
taken before the judge of the municipal court as hereinbefore required, the arresting officer shall
prepare in duplicate written notice to appear in said court containing the name and address of such
person, the offense charged with and the time and place, when and where such person shall appear
in said court. Such person must give his written promise to appear in court by signing in duplicate the
written notice prepared by the arresting officer, such appearance to be at least ten (10) days from
such date unless an earlier hearing is demanded. The original of such notice shall be retained by the
officer and a copy thereof delivered to such person, and thereupon the officer shall forthwith release
such person.

(c) Any person willfully violating any part of his written promise to appear in court, given as
provided in this section, is guilty of a misdemeanor regardless of the disposition of the original
charge.

(d)  Any duly authorized agent of the city who meets all requirements imposed by state law shall
have authority to issue citations for violations of this chapter.

(1996 Code, sec. 3.2102; Ordinance adopted 9/18/07, sec. 7; Ordinance adopted 3/17/09, sec. 2;
Ordinance adopted 10/6/15; Ordinance 2016-06-085 adopted 6/20/17)

Sec. 3.01.004 Defense

It is a defense to prosecution under any section of this chapter that the person is a veterinarian, a
peace officer, a person employed by a recognized animal shelter, or a person employed by the state
or a political subdivision of the state to deal with stray animals and who has ownership, custody or
control of the animal in connection with that position. (1996 Code, sec. 3.2103; Ordinance adopted
11/16/99; Ordinance adopted 3/17/09, sec. 2; Ordinance adopted 10/6/15)

Sec. 3.01.005 Duties of animal services director

The city manager shall provide by appointment or by contract a qualified person, corporation or entity
to perform the duties of the animal services director. The animal services director shall be
responsible for the enforcement of all of the provisions of this chapter. (1996 Code, sec. 3.201;
Ordinance adopted 11/16/99; Ordinance adopted 10/6/15)

Sec. 3.01.006 Local rabies control authority

http://z2codes.franklinlegal.net/franklin/PrintViewer.jsp?printCollection=0 9/18/2017
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The animal services director is hereby designated as the local rabies control authority for the
purposes of chapter 826 of the Health and Safety Code. (1996 Code, sec. 3.202; Ordinance adopted
9/18/07, sec. 8; Ordinance adopted 10/6/15)

State law reference—Appointment of rabies control authority by municipality, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety
Code, sec. 826.017.

Sec. 3.01.007 Vaccination required

(@) All dogs, cats, ferrets, and potbellied pigs kept, harbored or maintained by their owners within
the city corporate limits shall be vaccinated for rabies by the time the animal is four months of age,
again at twelve months of age, and once every year if a one-year effective rabies vaccine is
administered or once every 3 years thereafter if a 3-year effective rabies vaccine is administered.

(1) Failure to vaccinate within each required period is a violation of this section.
(2) A veterinarian who vaccinates a dog, cat, or ferret shall issue to the animal’'s owner
a vaccination certificate that conforms to the requirements established by the state board
of health.
(b)  All potbellied pigs kept, harbored or maintained by their owners within the city corporate limits
shall be vaccinated for leptospirosis and erysipelas by the time the animal is four months of age and
once each year thereafter.
(1) Failure to vaccinate within each twelve-month period is a violation of this section.
(2) A veterinarian who vaccinates a potbellied pig shall issue to the animal’s owner a
vaccination certificate that conforms to the requirements established by the state board of
health.
(1996 Code, art. 3.300; Ordinance adopted 9/18/07, sec. 9; Ordinance adopted 10/6/15)
State law reference—Rabies vaccinations, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code, sec. 826.021 et seq.

Sec. 3.01.008 Diseased animals

It shall be unlawful for any person to have or keep any animal or fowl! infected with a disease which
may contaminate other animals or fowls and/or which may be a health hazard. (1996 Code, art.
3.1100; Ordinance adopted 11/16/99; Ordinance adopted 10/6/15)

Sec. 3.01.009 Apiary regulations

(@) It shall be unlawful for anyone to maintain, harbor, or cultivate six (6) or more hives of bees
within seventy-five feet (75') of any residence or place of business other than the residence or place
of business of the owner of such hives of bees.

(b) It shall be unlawful for anyone to maintain, harbor, or cultivate an apiary or any number of hives
of bees in such a manner or under such circumstances where such maintenance, harboring and
cultivating of apiaries or hives of bees would constitute a nuisance.

(1996 Code, art. 3.1300; Ordinance adopted 11/16/99; Ordinance adopted 10/6/15)

Sec. 3.01.010 Persons bitten by dog, cat or other animal

(@) Should any person or animal be bitten or scratched by a dog or cat (“suspect dog or cat’
herewith), such suspect dog or cat shall be quarantined for observation for a period of not less than

http://z2codes.franklinlegal.net/franklin/PrintViewer.jsp?printCollection=0 9/18/2017
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ten (10) days immediately following the date of the bite incident. For a temporary period of time
pending quarantine, upon receipt of knowledge of the bite or scratch incident, such suspect dog or
cat shall be confined by the owner in a building or secure enclosure or securely chained to prevent
escape or injury to said suspect dog or cat and to prevent contact with other persons or animals.

(b)  Failure of the owner of a suspect dog or cat to act as herein described shall constitute an
offense, and each hour of failure to comply with these provisions after receipt of knowledge of the
incident by the owner will constitute a separate offense.

(c)  Should any person or animal be bitten or scratched by an animal of a species known to be a
rabies carrier, not a dog or cat (“suspect animal’), and not a wild animal, such suspect animal shall
be immediately delivered to the city animal shelter by the owner or person in control of the animal for
examination and determination by the city veterinarian whether such suspect animal is to be
quarantined (including the length and type of quarantine) after consultation with the veterinarian(s)
who has previously attended said animal. Provided, however, if after examination and consultation
as provided above, the city veterinarian determines that euthanasia for rabies determination is
appropriate, such shall be done.

(d)  Quarantine arrangements for a suspect dog or cat or suspect animal shall be made by the
owner of such suspect dog or cat or suspect animal within twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of
knowledge by the owner of the bite or scratch with the animal services department of the city. Failure
of the owner of such suspect dog or cat or suspect animal to make quarantine arrangements and so
advise the animal services department shall constitute an offense and each hour of failure to comply
with this provision following the twenty-four (24) hour time limit shall constitute a separate offense.

() Quarantine of a suspect dog or cat or suspect animal shall be accomplished by one of the
following methods:

(1) Said animal may be quarantined by the city animal shelter under supervision of the
veterinarian employed by the city.

(2) Said animal may be quarantined at the clinic or hospital of any licensed veterinarian
in the immediate area.

3) Said animal may be home quarantined upon approval of the animal services
director.

4] Regardless of the place of quarantine, the animal shall be examined at the initiation of the
quarantine and again at the conclusion of the quarantine period by a licensed veterinarian, who shall
notify the animal services department of his findings from said examinations.

(9) Any quarantined suspect dog, cat or ferret not vaccinated against rabies nor registered with the
city during the twelve (12) month period immediately preceding the date of the bite or scratch
incident shall be vaccinated by the attending veterinarian at the conclusion of the quarantine period,
and the animal shall be registered before being released.

(h)  The owner of the quarantined suspect dog or cat or suspect animal shall pay all fees incident
to the quarantine prior to release of the animal from quarantine by the veterinarian except, if the
animal bit or scratched the owner or a member of his immediate family, such animal may, at the
discretion of the local rabies control authority, be quarantined at the home of the owner, provided the
veterinary examination of said animal at the beginning of the quarantine period reveals no reason to
suspect the presence of rabies in said animal. Should there be any doubt as to the rabies status of
said animal by the examining veterinarian, then quarantine shall be accomplished by one of the
methods described above, or the animal destroyed as described herein. Said animal must be

http://z2codes.franklinlegal.net/franklin/PrintViewer.jsp?printCollection=0 9/18/2017
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examined at the conclusion of the quarantine by a veterinarian and all other portions of this section
shall apply.

(i In the event the owner of a suspect dog, cat or ferret is unknown, said animal shall be
considered a stray and it shall be quarantined at the city animal shelter. Should a person
subsequently appear and claim said dog, cat or ferret, then said person shall be considered as the
owner and be liable for all fees incident to the quarantine as described herein. If all fees are not paid
within three (3) days following the quarantine period at the city animal shelter, said dog, cat or ferret
may be sold or destroyed by the animal services director.

3) Any animal suspected of being infected with rabies may be destroyed immediately upon
recommendation of a licensed veterinarian for determination of rabies.

(k)  Any wild animal that is not a domesticated animal, without a licensing tag, found within the city
corporate limits and subject to this section, may be euthanized by the animal services department or
killed by a police officer and the head of said animal delivered to the animal shelter for rabies
examination at the discretion of the local rabies control authority.

(I Whenever any animal bites any other animal, all regulations and requirements herein described
shall apply to both the attacking animal and the animal that is bitten. Should an animal be bitten by
an animal determined to have rabies, then it shall be handled by one of the following methods:

(1)  If not vaccinated against rabies for a period of at least thirty (30) days and no more
than twelve (12) months immediately preceding the date of exposure, said animal shall be
quarantined for a minimum period of ninety (90) days immediately following the date of
exposure at a veterinary hospital or the city animal shelter, with said animal being
examined and vaccinated against rabies as required under current department of state
health services regulations and reexamined at the end of the quarantine period by a
licensed veterinarian, unless owner gives written consent to destroy it;

(2) If vaccinated against rabies for a period at least thirty (30) days and no more than
twelve (12) months immediately preceding exposure, said animal shall be given the
appropriate rabies booster immediately and quarantined for forty-five (45) days; or

(3) Euthanasia.
(1996 Code, art. 3.1500; Ordinance adopted 9/18/07, sec. 4; Ordinance adopted 10/6/15)
State law reference—-Rabies reports and quarantine, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code, sec. 826.041 et seq.
Sec. 3.01.011 Prohibited animals

(a) Prohibition. It shall be unlawful for any person to own, possess, exhibit or harbor a prohibited
animal within the city.

(b)  Exceptions. If the animal is restrained from inflicting injury upon persons, property or other
animals and adequate provision is made for the protection of the animal, the provisions of this
section are not applicable to the following:

@) The permanent possession, exhibition or harboring of hamsters, guinea pigs or
gerbils;

(2) The temporary possession, exhibition or harboring of a prohibited animal where
such possession, exhibition or harboring is associated with organized public

http://z2codes.franklinlegal .net/franklin/PrintViewer.jsp?printCollection=0 9/18/2017



HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE
TITLE 10. HEALTH AND SAFETY OF ANIMALS

CHAPTER 822. REGULATION OF ANIMALS

SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS; DOGS THAT ATTACK PERSONS OR

ARE A DANGER TO PERSONS

Sec. 822.001. DEFINITIONS. In this subchapter:

(1) "Animal control authority" means a municipal or
county animal control office with authority over the area in which
the dog is kept or the county sheriff in an area that does not have
an animal control office.

(2) "Serious bodily injury" means an injury
characterized by severe bite wounds or severe ripping and tearing
of muscle that would cause a reasonably prudent person to seek
treatment from a medical ©professional and would require
hospitalization without regard to whether the person actually
sought medical treatment.

(3) "Dangerous dog," "dog," "owner," and '"secure
enclosure" have the meanings assigned by Section 822.041.

(4) "Secure" means to take steps that a reasonable
person would take to ensure a dog remains on the owner's property,
including confining the dog in an enclosure that is capable of
preventing the escape or release of the dog.

Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 99, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:
Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 669 (H.B. 1355), Sec. 3, eff.

September 1, 2007.

Sec. 822.0011. APPLICATION TO CERTAIN PROPERTY. For
purposes of this subchapter, a person's property includes property
the person is entitled to possess or occupy under a lease or other
agreement.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 669 (H.B. 1355), Sec. 4,

eff. September 1, 2007.

Sec. 822.002. SEIZURE OF A DOG CAUSING DEATH OF OR SERIOUS


http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=HS&Value=822.041
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/80R/billtext/html/HB01355F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/80R/billtext/html/HB01355F.HTM

BODILY INJURY TO A PERSON. (a) A justice court, county court, or
municipal court shall order the animal control authority to seize a
dog and shall issue a warrant authorizing the seizure:

(1) on the sworn complaint of any person, including
the county attorney, the city attorney, or a peace officer, that the
dog has caused the death of or serious bodily injury to a person by
attacking, biting, or mauling the person; and

(2) on a showing of probable cause to believe that the
dog caused the death of or serious bodily injury to the person as
stated in the complaint.

(b) The animal control authority shall seize the dog or
order its seizure and shall provide for the impoundment of the dog
in secure and humane conditions wuntil the court orders the
disposition of the dog.

Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
Renumbered from Health & Safety Code Sec. 822.001 and amended by

Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 99, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 822.003. HEARING. (a) The court shall set a time for a
hearing to determine whether the dog caused the death of or serious
bodily injury to a person by attacking, biting, or mauling the
person. The hearing must be held not later than the 10th day after
the date on which the warrant is issued.

(b) The court shall give written notice of the time and
place of the hearing to:

(1) the owner of the dog or the person from whom the
dog was seized; and
(2) the person who made the complaint.

(c) Any interested party, including the county attorney or
city attorney, is entitled to present evidence at the hearing.

(d) The court shall order the dog destroyed if the court
finds that the dog caused the death of a person by attacking,
biting, or mauling the person. If that finding is not made, the

court shall order the dog released to:

(1) its owner;
(2) the person from whom the dog was seized; or
(3) any other person authorized to take possession of



the dog.

(e) The court may order the dog destroyed if the court finds
that the dog caused serious bodily injury to a person by attacking,
biting, or mauling the person. If that finding is not made, the

court shall order the dog released to:

(1) 1its owner;
(2) the person from whom the dog was seized; or
(3) any other person authorized to take possession of

the dog.

(f) The court may not order the dog destroyed if the court
finds that the dog caused the serious bodily injury to a person by
attacking, biting, or mauling the person and:

(1) the dog was being used for the protection of a
person or person's property, the attack, bite, or mauling occurred
in an enclosure in which the dog was being kept, and:

(A) the enclosure was reasonably certain to
prevent the dog from leaving the enclosure on its own and provided
notice of the presence of a dog; and

(B) the injured person was at least eight years
of age, and was trespassing in the enclosure when the attack, bite,
or mauling occurred;

(2) the dog was not being used for the protection of a
person or person's property, the attack, bite, or mauling occurred
in an enclosure in which the dog was being kept, and the injured
person was at least eight years of age and was trespassing in the
enclosure when the attack, bite, or mauling occurred;

(3) the attack, bite, or mauling occurred during an
arrest or other action of a peace officer while the peace officer
was using the dog for law enforcement purposes;

(4) the dog was defending a person from an assault or
person's property from damage or theft by the injured person; or

(5) the injured person was younger than eight years of
age, the attack, bite, or mauling occurred in an enclosure in which
the dog was being kept, and the enclosure was reasonably certain to
keep a person younger than eight years of age from entering.

Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Renumbered from Health & Safety Code Sec. 822.002 and amended by



Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 99, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 822.004. DESTRUCTION OF DOG. The destruction of a dog

under this subchapter must be performed by:

(1) a licensed veterinarian;

(2) personnel of a recognized animal shelter or humane
society who are trained in the humane destruction of animals; or

(3) personnel of a governmental agency responsible for
animal control who are trained 1in the humane destruction of
animals.
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
Renumbered from Health & Safety Code Sec. 822.003 by Acts 1997, 75th

Leg., ch. 99, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 822.005. ATTACK BY DOG. (a) A person commits an
offense if the person is the owner of a dog and the person:

(1) with criminal negligence, as defined by Section
6.03, Penal Code, fails to secure the dog and the dog makes an
unprovoked attack on another person that occurs at a location other
than the owner's real property or in or on the owner's motor vehicle
or boat and that causes serious bodily injury, as defined by Section
1.07, Penal Code, or death to the other person; or

(2) knows the dog is a dangerous dog by learning in a
manner described by Section 822.042(g) that the person is the owner
of a dangerous dog, and the dangerous dog makes an unprovoked attack
on another person that occurs at a location other than a secure
enclosure 1in which the dog 1is restrained in accordance with
Subchapter D and that causes serious bodily injury, as defined by
Section 822.001, or death to the other person.

(b) An offense under this section is a felony of the third
degree unless the attack causes death, in which event the offense is
a felony of the second degree.

(c) If a person is found guilty of an offense under this
section, the court may order the dog destroyed by a person listed in
Section 822.004.

(d) A person who 1is subject to prosecution under this

section and under any other law may be prosecuted under this
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section, the other law, or both.
Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
Renumbered from Health & Safety Code Sec. 822.004 and amended by
Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 99, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 669 (H.B. 1355), Sec. 5, eff.

September 1, 2007.

Sec. 822.006. DEFENSES. (a) It is a defense to prosecution
under Section 822.005(a) that the person is a veterinarian, a
veterinary clinic employee, a peace officer, a person employed by a
recognized animal shelter, or a person employed by this state or a
political subdivision of this state to deal with stray animals and
has temporary ownership, custody, or control of the dog in
connection with that position.

(b) It is a defense to prosecution under Section 822.005(a)
that the person is an employee of the Texas Department of Criminal
Justice or a law enforcement agency and trains or uses dogs for law
enforcement or corrections purposes and is training or using the
dog in connection with the person's official capacity.

(c) It is a defense to prosecution under Section 822.005(a)
that the person is a dog trainer or an employee of a guard dog
company under Chapter 1702, Occupations Code, and has temporary
ownership, custody, or control of the dog in connection with that
position.

(d) It is a defense to prosecution under Section 822.005(a)
that the person is a person with a disability and uses the dog to
provide assistance, the dog is trained to provide assistance to a
person with a disability, and the person is using the dog to provide
assistance in connection with the person's disability.

(e) It is a defense to prosecution under Section 822.005(a)
that the person attacked by the dog was at the time of the attack
engaged in conduct prohibited by Chapters 19, 20, 21, 22, 28, 29,
and 30, Penal Code.

(f£) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under
Section 822.005(a) that, at the time of the conduct charged, the

person and the dog are participating in an organized search and
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rescue effort at the request of law enforcement.

(g) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under
Section 822.005(a) that, at the time of the conduct charged, the
person and the dog are participating in an organized dog show or
event sponsored by a nationally recognized or state-recognized
kennel club.

(h) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution wunder
Section 822.005(a) that, at the time of the conduct charged, the
person and the dog are engaged in:

(1) a lawful hunting activity; or
(2) a farming or ranching activity, including herding
livestock, typically performed by a working dog on a farm or ranch.

(i) It is a defense to prosecution under Section 822.005(a)
that, at the time of the conduct charged, the person's dog was on a
leash and the person:

(1) was in immediate control of the dog; or

(2) 1if the person was not in control of the dog, the
person was making immediate and reasonable attempts to regain
control of the dog.
Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 669 (H.B. 1355), Sec. 6,
eff. September 1, 2007.
Amended by:

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 219), Sec. 3.1598,

eff. April 2, 2015.

Sec. 822.007. LOCAL REGULATION OF DOGS. This subchapter
does not prohibit a municipality or county from adopting leash or
registration requirements applicable to dogs.

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 669 (H.B. 1355), Sec. 6,

eff. September 1, 2007.

SUBCHAPTER B. DOGS AND COYOTES THAT ARE A DANGER TO ANIMALS

Sec. 822.011. DEFINITIONS. In this subchapter:
(1) "Dog or coyote" includes a crossbreed between a
dog and a coyote.

(2) "Livestock" includes exotic livestock as defined
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by Section 161.001, Agriculture Code.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1002, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 822.012. CERTAIN DOGS AND COYOTES PROHIBITED FROM
RUNNING AT LARGE; CRIMINAL PENALTY. (a) The owner, keeper, or
person in control of a dog or coyote that the owner, keeper, or
person knows 1is accustomed to run, worry, or kill Ilivestock,
domestic animals, or fowls may not permit the dog or coyote to run
at large.

(b) A person who violates this section commits an offense.
An offense under this subsection is punishable by a fine of not more
than $100.

(c) Each time a dog or coyote runs at large in violation of
this section constitutes a separate offense.

Added by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
Renumbered from Health & Safety Code Sec. 822.011 and amended by

Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1002, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 822.013. DOGS OR COYOTES THAT ATTACK ANIMALS. (a) A
dog or coyote that is attacking, is about to attack, or has recently
attacked livestock, domestic animals, or fowls may be killed by:

(1) any person witnessing the attack; or

(2) the attacked animal's owner or a person acting on
behalf of the owner if the owner or person has knowledge of the
attack.

(b) A person who kills a dog or coyote as provided by this
section is not liable for damages to the owner, keeper, or person in
control of the dog or coyote.

(c) A person who discovers on the person's property a dog or
coyote known or suspected of having killed livestock, domestic
animals, or fowls may detain or impound the dog or coyote and return
it to its owner or deliver the dog or coyote to the local animal
control authority. The owner of the dog or coyote is liable for all
costs incurred in the capture and care of the dog or coyote and all
damage done by the dog or coyote.

(d) The owner, keeper, or person in control of a dog or

coyote that is known to have attacked livestock, domestic animals,
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or fowls shall control the dog or coyote in a manner approved by the
local animal control authority.

(e) A person is not required to acquire a hunting license
under Section 42.002, Parks and Wildlife Code, to kill a dog or
coyote under this section.

Added by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
Renumbered from Health & Safety Code Sec. 822.033 and amended by

Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1002, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

SUBCHAPTER C. COUNTY REGISTRATION AND REGULATION OF DOGS

Sec. 822.021. APPLICATION TO COUNTIES THAT ADOPT
SUBCHAPTER. This subchapter applies only to a county that adopts
this subchapter by a majority vote of the qualified voters of the
county voting at an election held under this subchapter. This
subchapter shall not apply to any county or municipality that
enacts or has enacted registration or restraint laws pursuant to
Chapter 826 (Rabies Control Act of 1981).

Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989. Amended

by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 489, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 28, 1995.

Sec. 822.022. PETITION FOR ELECTION. (a) On receiving a
petition signed by at least 100 qualified property taxpaying voters
of the county or a majority of the qualified property taxpaying
voters of the county, whichever is less, the commissioners court of
a county shall order an election to determine whether the
registration of and registration fee for dogs will be required in
the county.

(b) The election shall be held on the first authorized
uniform election date prescribed by the Election Code that allows
sufficient time to comply with other requirements of law.

Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Sec. 822.023. NOTICE. In addition to the notice required by
Section 4.003, Election Code, notice of an election under this
subchapter shall be published at least once in an English language

newspaper of general circulation in the county. If there is no
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English language newspaper of general circulation in the county,
the notice shall be posted at the courthouse door for at least one
week before the election.

Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Sec. 822.024. BALLOT PROPOSITION. The ballot for an
election under this subchapter shall be printed to provide for
voting for or against the proposition: "Registration of and
registration fee for dogs."

Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Sec. 822.025. ELECTION RESULT. (a) If a majority of those
voting at the election vote in favor of the measure, the requirement
that dogs be registered takes effect in the county on the 10th day
after the date on which the result of the election is declared.

(b) The county judge shall issue a proclamation declaring
the result of the election if the vote is in favor of the measure.
The proclamation shall be published at least once in an English
language newspaper of general circulation in the county or, if
there is no English language newspaper of general circulation in
the county, the proclamation shall be posted at the courthouse
door.

Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Sec. 822.026. INTERVAL BETWEEN ELECTIONS. (a) If the
result of an election 1is against the registration of and
registration fee for dogs, another election on that subject may not
be held for six months after the date of the election.

(b) If the result of an election is for the registration of
and registration fee for dogs, an election to 1repeal the
registration and fee may not be held for two years from the date of
the election.

Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Sec. 822.027. REGISTRATION TAGS AND CERTIFICATE. (a) The
commissioners court of a county shall furnish the county treasurer

the necessary dog identification tags.



(b) The tags must be numbered consecutively and must be
printed or impressed with the name of the county issuing the tags.

(c) The county treasurer shall assign a registration number
to each dog registered with the county and shall give the owner or
person having control of the dog the identification tag and a
registration certificate.

(d) The county treasurer shall record the registration of a
dog, including the age, breed, color, sex, and registration date of
the dog. If the registration information is not recorded on
microfilm, as may be permitted under other law, it shall be recorded
in a book kept for that purpose.

(e) If the ownership of a dog is transferred, the dog's
registration certificate shall be transferred to the new owner.

Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Sec. 822.028. REGISTRATION FEE. (a) An owner of a dog
registered under this subchapter must pay a registration fee of S1.
However, the commissioners court of the county may set the fee in an
amount of more than S$1 but not more than $5, and if the court sets
the amount of the fee the owner must pay that amount.

(b) Registration is valid for one year from the date of
registration.

(c) If a dog is moved to another county, the owner may
present the registration certificate to the county treasurer of the
county to which the dog is moved and receive without additional cost
a registration certificate. The new registration certificate is
valid for one year from the date of registration in the county from
which the dog was moved.

Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989. Amended

by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 870, Sec. 1, eff. June 14, 2001.

Sec. 822.029. DISPOSITION OF FEE. (a) The fee collected

for the registration of a dog shall be deposited to the credit of a
special fund of the county and used only to:

(1) defray the cost of administering this subchapter

in the county, including the <costs of registration and the

identification tags; and
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(2) reimburse the owner of any sheep, goats, calves,
or other domestic animals or fowls killed in the county by a dog not
owned by the person seeking reimbursement.

(b) Reimbursement under Subsection (a)(2) shall be made on
the order of the commissioners court only on satisfactory proof of
the killing.

(c) The commissioners court shall determine the amount and
time of reimbursement. If there is insufficient money in the fund
to reimburse all injured persons in full, reimbursement shall be
made on a pro rata basis.

(d) The county treasurer shall keep an accurate record
showing all amounts received into and paid from the fund.

Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Sec. 822.030. REGISTRATION REQUIRED; EXCEPTION FOR
TEMPORARY VISITS. (a) The owner or person having control of a dog
six months of age or older in a county that has adopted this
subchapter must register the dog not later than the 30th day after
the date on which the proclamation is published or adopted.

(b) A dog brought into a county for not more than 10 days for
breeding purposes, trial, or show is not required to be registered.

Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Sec. 822.031. UNREGISTERED DOGS PROHIBITED FROM RUNNING AT
LARGE. The owner or person having control of a dog at least six
months of age in a county adopting this subchapter may not allow the
dog to run at large unless the dog:

(1) 1is registered wunder this subchapter with the
county in which the dog runs at large; and

(2) has fastened about its neck a dog identification
tag issued by the county.

Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

Sec. 822.035. CRIMINAL PENALTY. (a) A person commits an
offense if the person intentionally:
(1) fails or refuses to register a dog required to be

registered under this subchapter;

11



(2) fails or refuses to allow a dog to be killed when
ordered by the proper authorities to do so; or
(3) violates this subchapter.
(b) An offense wunder this section 1is a misdemeanor
punishable by a fine of not more than $100, confinement in the
county jail for not more than 30 days, or both.

Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 678, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.

SUBCHAPTER D. DANGEROUS DOGS

Sec. 822.041. DEFINITIONS. In this subchapter:

(1) "Animal control authority" means a municipal or
county animal control office with authority over the area where the
dog is kept or a county sheriff in an area with no animal control
office.

(2) "Dangerous dog" means a dog that:

(A) makes an unprovoked attack on a person that
causes bodily injury and occurs in a place other than an enclosure
in which the dog was being kept and that was reasonably certain to
prevent the dog from leaving the enclosure on its own; or

(B) commits unprovoked acts in a place other than
an enclosure in which the dog was being kept and that was reasonably
certain to prevent the dog from leaving the enclosure on its own and
those acts cause a person to reasonably believe that the dog will
attack and cause bodily injury to that person.

(3) "Dog" means a domesticated animal that is a member
of the canine family.

(4) "Secure enclosure" means a fenced area or
structure that is:

(A) locked;

(B) capable of preventing the entry of the

general public, including children;

(C) capable of preventing the escape or release
of a dog;

(D) clearly marked as containing a dangerous dog;
and

(E) in conformance with the requirements for

12



enclosures established by the local animal control authority.
(5) "Owner" means a person who owns or has custody or
control of the dog.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 822.042. REQUIREMENTS FOR OWNER OF DANGEROUS DOG. (a)
Not later than the 30th day after a person learns that the person is
the owner of a dangerous dog, the person shall:

(1) register the dangerous dog with the animal control
authority for the area in which the dog is kept;

(2) restrain the dangerous dog at all times on a leash
in the immediate control of a person or in a secure enclosure;

(3) obtain 1liability insurance coverage or show
financial responsibility in an amount of at least $100,000 to cover
damages resulting from an attack by the dangerous dog causing
bodily injury to a person and provide proof of the required
liability insurance coverage or financial responsibility to the
animal control authority for the area in which the dog is kept; and

(4) comply with an applicable municipal or county
regulation, requirement, or restriction on dangerous dogs.

(b) The owner of a dangerous dog who does not comply with
Subsection (a) shall deliver the dog to the animal control
authority not later than the 30th day after the owner learns that
the dog is a dangerous dog.

(c) 1If, on application of any person, a justice court,
county court, or municipal court finds, after notice and hearing as
provided by Section 822.0423, that the owner of a dangerous dog has
failed to comply with Subsection (a) or (b), the court shall order
the animal control authority to seize the dog and shall issue a
warrant authorizing the seizure. The authority shall seize the dog
or order its seizure and shall provide for the impoundment of the
dog in secure and humane conditions.

(d) The owner shall pay any cost or fee assessed by the
municipality or county related to the seizure, acceptance,
impoundment, or destruction of the dog. The governing body of the
municipality or county may prescribe the amount of the fees.

(e) The court shall order the animal control authority to

13
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humanely destroy the dog if the owner has not complied with
Subsection (a) before the 11th day after the date on which the dog
is seized or delivered to the authority, except that,
notwithstanding any other law or local regulation, the court may
not order the destruction of a dog during the pendency of an appeal
under Section 822.0424. The court shall order the authority to
return the dog to the owner if the owner complies with Subsection
(a) before the 11th day after the date on which the dog is seized or
delivered to the authority.

(f) The court may order the humane destruction of a dog if
the owner of the dog has not been located before the 15th day after
the seizure and impoundment of the dog.

(g) For purposes of this section, a person learns that the
person is the owner of a dangerous dog when:

(1) the owner knows of an attack described in Section
822.041(2) (A) or (B);

(2) the owner receives notice that a justice court,
county court, or municipal court has found that the dog 1is a
dangerous dog under Section 822.0423; or

(3) the owner is informed by the animal control
authority that the dog is a dangerous dog under Section 822.0421.
Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.
Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 99, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997;
Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 96, Sec. 1, eff. May 17, 1999.
Amended by:

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 530 (H.B. 1436), Sec. 1, eff.

September 1, 2015.

Sec. 822.0421. DETERMINATION THAT DOG IS DANGEROUS.
(a) If a person reports an incident described by Section
822.041(2), the animal control authority may investigate the
incident. If, after 1receiving the sworn statements of any
witnesses, the animal control authority determines the dog is a
dangerous dog, the animal control authority shall notify the owner
in writing of the determination.

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, including a municipal

ordinance, an owner, not later than the 15th day after the date the
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owner is notified that a dog owned by the owner is a dangerous dog,
may appeal the determination of the animal control authority to a
justice, county, or municipal court of competent jurisdiction.

(c) To file an appeal under Subsection (b), the owner must:

(1) file a notice of appeal of the animal control
authority's dangerous dog determination with the court;

(2) attach a copy of the determination from the animal
control authority; and

(3) serve a copy of the notice of appeal on the animal
control authority by mailing the notice through the United States
Postal Service.

(d) An owner may appeal the decision of the Jjustice or
municipal court under Subsection (b) in the manner described by
Section 822.0424.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 99, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:
Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 530 (H.B. 1436), Sec. 2, eff.

September 1, 2015.

Sec. 822.0422. REPORTING OF INCIDENT IN CERTAIN COUNTIES
AND MUNICIPALITIES. (a) This section applies only to a county with
a population of more than 2,800,000, to a county in which the
commissioners court has entered an order electing to be governed by
this section, and to a municipality in which the governing body has
adopted an ordinance electing to be governed by this section.

(b) A person may report an incident described by Section
822.041(2) to a municipal court, a justice court, or a county court.
The owner of the dog shall deliver the dog to the animal control
authority not later than the fifth day after the date on which the
owner receives notice that the report has been filed. The authority
may provide for the impoundment of the dog in secure and humane
conditions until the court orders the disposition of the dog.

(c) If the owner fails to deliver the dog as required by
Subsection (b), the court shall order the animal control authority
to seize the dog and shall issue a warrant authorizing the seizure.
The authority shall seize the dog or order its seizure and shall

provide for the impoundment of the dog in secure and humane

15


http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=HS&Value=822.0424
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/84R/billtext/html/HB01436F.HTM
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=HS&Value=822.041

conditions until the court orders the disposition of the dog. The
owner shall pay any cost incurred in seizing the dog.

(d) The court shall determine, after notice and hearing as
provided in Section 822.0423, whether the dog is a dangerous dog.

(e) The court, after determining that the dog is a dangerous
dog, may order the animal control authority to continue to impound
the dangerous dog in secure and humane conditions until the court
orders disposition of the dog under Section 822.042 and the dog is
returned to the owner or destroyed.

(f) The owner shall pay a cost or fee assessed under Section
822.042(4).
Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 99, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 96, Sec. 2, eff. May 17, 1999.

Sec. 822.0423. HEARING. (a) The court, on receiving a
report of an incident under Section 822.0422 or on application
under Section 822.042(c), shall set a time for a hearing to
determine whether the dog is a dangerous dog or whether the owner of
the dog has complied with Section 822.042. The hearing must be held
not later than the 10th day after the date on which the dog is seized
or delivered.

(b) The court shall give written notice of the time and
place of the hearing to:

(1) the owner of the dog or the person from whom the
dog was seized; and
(2) the person who made the complaint.

(c) Any interested party, including the county or city
attorney, is entitled to present evidence at the hearing.

(c=1) The court shall determine the estimated costs to house
and care for the impounded dog during the appeal process and shall
set the amount of bond for an appeal adequate to cover those
estimated costs.

(d) An owner or person filing the action may appeal the
decision of the municipal or justice court in the manner described
by Section 822.0424.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 99, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Amended by:
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Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 530 (H.B. 1436), Sec. 3, eff.

September 1, 2015.

Sec. 822.0424. APPEAL. (a) A party to an appeal under
Section 822.0421(d) or a hearing under Section 822.0423 may appeal
the decision to a county court or county court at law in the county
in which the justice or municipal court is located and is entitled
to a jury trial on request.

(b) As a condition of perfecting an appeal, not later than
the 10th calendar day after the date the decision is issued, the
appellant must file a notice of appeal and, if applicable, an appeal
bond in the amount determined by the court from which the appeal is
taken.

(c) Notwithstanding Section 30.00014, Government Code, or
any other law, a person filing an appeal from a municipal court
under Subsection (a) is not required to file a motion for a new
trial to perfect an appeal.

(d) A decision of a county court or county court at law under
this section may be appealed in the same manner as an appeal for any
other case in a county court or county court at law.

(e) Notwithstanding any other law, a county court or a
county court at law has jurisdiction to hear an appeal filed under
this section.

Added by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 530 (H.B. 1436), Sec. 4,

eff. September 1, 2015.

Sec. 822.043. REGISTRATION. (a) An animal control
authority for the area in which the dog is kept shall annually
register a dangerous dog if the owner:

(1) presents proof of:
(A) liability insurance or financial
responsibility, as required by Section 822.042;
(B) current rabies vaccination of the dangerous
dog; and
(C) the secure enclosure in which the dangerous
dog will be kept; and

(2) pays an annual registration fee of $50.
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(b) The animal control authority shall provide to the owner
registering a dangerous dog a registration tag. The owner must
place the tag on the dog's collar.

(c) If an owner of a registered dangerous dog sells or moves
the dog to a new address, the owner, not later than the 14th day
after the date of the sale or move, shall notify the animal control
authority for the area in which the new address is located. On
presentation by the current owner of the dangerous dog's prior
registration tag and payment of a fee of $25, the animal control
authority shall issue a new registration tag to be placed on the
dangerous dog's collar.

(d) An owner of a registered dangerous dog shall notify the
office in which the dangerous dog was registered of any attacks the
dangerous dog makes on people.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Sec. 822.044. ATTACK BY DANGEROUS DOG. (a) A person
commits an offense if the person is the owner of a dangerous dog and
the dog makes an unprovoked attack on another person outside the
dog's enclosure and causes bodily injury to the other person.

(b) An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor.

(c) If a person is found guilty of an offense under this
section, the court may order the dangerous dog destroyed by a person
listed in Section 822.004.

(d) Repealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 669, Sec. 8,
eff. September 1, 2007.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 669 (H.B. 1355), Sec. 7, eff.
September 1, 2007.

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 669 (H.B. 1355), Sec. 8, eff.

September 1, 2007.

Sec. 822.045. VIOLATIONS. (a) A person who owns or keeps
custody or control of a dangerous dog commits an offense if the
person fails to comply with Section 822.042 or Section 822.0422(b)

or an applicable municipal or county regulation relating to
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dangerous dogs.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), an offense under
this section is a Class C misdemeanor.

(c) An offense under this section is a Class B misdemeanor
if it is shown on the trial of the offense that the defendant has
previously been convicted under this section.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.

Amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 99, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 822.046. DEFENSE. (a) It is a defense to prosecution
under Section 822.044 or Section 822.045 that the person is a
veterinarian, a peace officer, a person employed by a recognized
animal shelter, or a person employed by the state or a political
subdivision of the state to deal with stray animals and has
temporary ownership, custody, or control of the dog in connection
with that position.

(b) It is a defense to prosecution under Section 822.044 or
Section 822.045 that the person is an employee of the institutional
division of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice or a law
enforcement agency and trains or uses dogs for law enforcement or
corrections purposes.

(c) It is a defense to prosecution under Section 822.044 or
Section 822.045 that the person is a dog trainer or an employee of a
guard dog company under Chapter 1702, Occupations Code.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.
Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1420, Sec. 14.809, eff. Sept.

1, 2001.

Sec. 822.047. LOCAL REGULATION OF DANGEROUS DOGS. A county
or municipality may place additional requirements or restrictions
on dangerous dogs if the requirements or restrictions:

(1) are not specific to one breed or several breeds of
dogs; and

(2) are more stringent than restrictions provided by
this subchapter.

Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 916, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.
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SUBCHAPTER E. DANGEROUS WILD ANIMALS

Sec. 822.101. DEFINITIONS. In this subchapter:
(1) "Animal registration agency" means the municipal
or county animal control office with authority over the area where a
dangerous wild animal is kept or a county sheriff in an area that
does not have an animal control office.
(2) Repealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1, Sec.
3.1639(119), eff. April 2, 2015.
(3) "Commercial activity" means:
(A) an activity involving a dangerous wild animal
conducted for profit that is not inherent to the animal's nature;
(B) an activity for which a fee is charged and
that is entertainment using or an exhibition of the animal; or
(C) the selling, trading, bartering, or
auctioning of a dangerous wild animal or a dangerous wild animal's
body parts.
(4) '"Dangerous wild animal" means:
(A) a lion;
(B) a tiger;
(C) an ocelot;
(D) a cougar;
(E) a leopard;
(F) a cheetah;
(G) a jaguar;
(H) a bobcat;
(I) a lynx;
(J) a serval;
(K) a caracal;
(L) a hyena;
(M) a bear;
(N) a coyote;
(0) a jackal;
(P) a baboon;
(Q) a chimpanzee;
(R) an orangutan;

(S) agorilla; or
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(T) any hybrid of an animal 1listed in this
subdivision.

(4-a) "Executive commissioner" means the executive
commissioner of the Health and Human Services Commission.

(5) "Owner" means any person who owns, harbors, or has
custody or control of a dangerous wild animal.

(6) "Person" means an individual, partnership,
corporation, trust, estate, joint stock company, foundation, or
association of individuals.

(7) "Primary enclosure" means any structure used to
immediately restrict an animal to a limited amount of space,
including a cage, pen, run, room, compartment, or hutch.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
Amended by:

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 219), Sec. 3.1599,
eff. April 2, 2015.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 219), Sec.

3.1639(119), eff. April 2, 2015.

Sec. 822.102. APPLICABILITY OF SUBCHAPTER. (a) This
subchapter does not apply to:

(1) a county, municipality, or agency of the state or
an agency of the United States or an agent or official of a county,
municipality, or agency acting in an official capacity;

(2) a research facility, as that term is defined by
Section 2(e), Animal Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. Section 2132), and its
subsequent amendments, that is licensed by the secretary of
agriculture of the United States under that Act;

(3) an organization that is an accredited member of
the Association of Zoos and Aquariums;

(4) an injured, infirm, orphaned, or abandoned
dangerous wild animal while being transported for care or
treatment;

(5) an injured, infirm, orphaned, or abandoned
dangerous wild animal while being rehabilitated, treated, or cared
for by a licensed veterinarian, an incorporated humane society or

animal shelter, or a person who holds a rehabilitation permit
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issued under Subchapter C, Chapter 43, Parks and Wildlife Code;

(6) a dangerous wild animal owned by and in the custody
and control of a transient circus company that is not based in this
state if:

(A) the animal is used as an integral part of the
circus performances; and

(B) the animal is kept within this state only
during the time the circus is performing in this state or for a
period not to exceed 30 days while the circus is performing outside
the United States;

(7) a dangerous wild animal while in the temporary
custody or control of a television or motion picture production
company during the filming of a television or motion picture
production in this state;

(8) a dangerous wild animal owned by and in the
possession, custody, or control of a college or university solely
as a mascot for the college or university;

(9) a dangerous wild animal while being transported in
interstate commerce through the state in compliance with the Animal
Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. Section 2131 et seq.) and its subsequent
amendments and the regulations adopted under that Act;

(10) a nonhuman primate owned by and in the control and
custody of a person whose only business 1is supplying nonhuman
primates directly and exclusively to Dbiomedical research
facilities and who holds a Class "A" or Class "B" dealer's license
issued by the secretary of agriculture of the United States under
the Animal Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. Section 2131 et seqg.) and its
subsequent amendments;

(11) a dangerous wild animal that is:

(A) owned by or in the possession, control, or
custody of a person who is a participant in a species survival plan
of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums for that species; and

(B) an integral part of that species survival
plan; and

(12) 1in a county west of the Pecos River that has a
population of less than 25,000, a cougar, bobcat, or coyote in the

possession, custody, or control of a person that has trapped the
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cougar, bobcat, or coyote as part of a predator or depredation
control activity.

(b) This subchapter does not require a municipality that
does not have an animal control office to create that office.
Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 992 (H.B. 2026), Sec. 31, eff. June
18, 2005.

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 219), Sec. 3.1600,

eff. April 2, 2015.

Sec. 822.103. CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION; FEES. (a) A
person may not own, harbor, or have custody or control of a
dangerous wild animal for any purpose unless the person holds a
certificate of registration for that animal issued by an animal
registration agency.

(b) A certificate of registration issued under this
subchapter is not transferrable and is valid for one year after its
date of issuance or renewal unless revoked.

(c) The animal registration agency may establish and charge
reasonable fees for application, issuance, and renewal of a
certificate of 1registration 1in order to <recover the costs
associated with the administration and enforcement of this
subchapter. The fee charged to an applicant may not exceed $50 for
each animal registered and may not exceed $500 for each person
registering animals, regardless of the number of animals owned by
the person. The fees collected under this section may be used only
to administer and enforce this subchapter.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 822.104. CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION APPLICATION. (a)
An applicant for an original or renewal certificate of registration
for a dangerous wild animal must file an application with an animal
registration agency on a form provided by the animal registration
agency.

(b) The application must include:

(1) the name, address, and telephone number of the
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applicant;

(2) a complete identification of each animal,
including species, sex, age, if known, and any distinguishing marks
or coloration that would aid in the identification of the animal;

(3) the exact location where each animal is to be kept;

(4) a sworn statement that:

(A) all information in the application 1is
complete and accurate; and

(B) the applicant has read this subchapter and
that all facilities used by the applicant to confine or enclose the
animal comply with the requirements of this subchapter; and

(5) any other information the animal registration
agency may require.

(c) An applicant shall include with each application:

(1) the nonrefundable fee;

(2) proof, in a form acceptable by the animal
registration agency, that the applicant has liability insurance, as
required by Section 822.107;

(3) a color photograph of each animal being registered
taken not earlier than the 30th day before the date the application
is filed;

(4) a photograph and a statement of the dimensions of
the primary enclosure in which each animal is to be kept and a scale
diagram of the premises where each animal will be kept, including
the location of any perimeter fencing and any residence on the
premises; and

(5) if an applicant holds a Class "A" or Class "B"
dealer's license or Class "C" exhibitor's license issued by the
secretary of agriculture of the United States under the Animal
Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. Section 2131 et seq.) and its subsequent
amendments, a clear and legible photocopy of the license.

(d) In addition to the items required under Subsection (c),
an application for renewal must include a statement signed by a
veterinarian licensed to practice in this state stating that the
veterinarian:

(1) inspected each animal being registered not earlier

than the 30th day before the date of the filing of the renewal
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application; and

(2) finds that the care and treatment of each animal by
the owner meets or exceeds the standards prescribed under this
subchapter.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 822.105. DENIAL OR REVOCATION OF CERTIFICATE OF
REGISTRATION; APPEAL. (a) If the animal registration agency finds
that an application for an original or renewal certificate of
registration under this subchapter does not meet the requirements
of Section 822.104 or, after inspection, that an applicant has not
complied with this subchapter, the animal registration agency shall
deny the applicant a certificate of registration and give the
applicant written notice of the denial and the reasons for the
denial.

(b) If the animal registration agency finds, after
inspection, that a registered owner provided false information in
or in connection with the application or has not complied with this
subchapter, the animal registration agency shall vrevoke the
certificate of registration and give the owner written notice of
the revocation and the reasons for the revocation.

(c) A person may appeal the denial of an original or renewal
certificate of registration or the revocation of a certificate of
registration to the justice court for the precinct in which the
animal is located or the municipal court in the municipality in
which the animal is located not later than the 15th day after the
date the certificate of registration is denied or revoked. Either
party may appeal the decision of the justice or municipal court to a
county court or county court at law in the county in which the
justice or municipal court is located. The decision of the county
court or county court at law may not be appealed.

(d) The filing of an appeal of the denial or revocation of a
certificate of registration under Subsection (c) stays the denial
or revocation until the court rules on the appeal.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 822.106. DISPLAY OF CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION. (a)
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A holder of a certificate of registration shall prominently display
the certificate at the premises where each animal that is the
subject of the certificate of registration is kept.

(b) ©Not later than the 10th day after the date a person
receives a certificate of registration, the person shall file a
clear and legible copy of the certificate of registration with the
Department of State Health Services. The executive commissioner
shall establish a procedure for filing a certificate of
registration and by rule shall establish a reasonable fee to be
collected by the department in an amount sufficient to recover the
cost associated with filing a certificate of registration under
this subsection.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
Amended by:
Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 219), Sec. 3.1601,

eff. April 2, 2015.

Sec. 822.107. LIABILITY INSURANCE. An owner of a dangerous
wild animal shall maintain liability insurance coverage 1in an
amount of not less than $100,000 for each occurrence for liability
for damages for destruction of or damage to property and death or
bodily injury to a person caused by the dangerous wild animal.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 822.108. INSPECTION. An owner of a dangerous wild
animal, at all reasonable times, shall allow the animal
registration agency, its staff, its agents, or a designated
licensed veterinarian to enter the premises where the animal is
kept and to inspect the animal, the primary enclosure for the
animal, and the owner's records relating to the animal to ensure
compliance with this subchapter.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 822.109. RELOCATION OR DISPOSITION OF ANIMAL. (a) An
owner of a dangerous wild animal may not permanently relocate the
animal unless the owner first notifies the animal registration

agency in writing of the exact location to which the animal will be
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relocated and provides the animal registration agency, with respect
to the new location, the information required by Section 822.104.

(b) Within 10 days after the death, sale, or other
disposition of the animal, the owner of the animal shall notify the
animal registration agency in writing of the death, sale, or other
disposition.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 822.110. ATTACK BY ANIMAL; ESCAPE OF ANIMAL;
LIABILITY. (a) An owner of a dangerous wild animal shall notify
the animal registration agency of any attack of a human by the
animal within 48 hours of the attack.

(b) An owner of a dangerous wild animal shall immediately
notify the animal registration agency and the local law enforcement
agency of any escape of the animal.

(c) An owner of a dangerous wild animal that escapes 1is
liable for all costs incurred in apprehending and confining the
animal.

(d) An animal registration agency, a law enforcement
agency, or an employee of an animal registration agency or law
enforcement agency is not liable to an owner of a dangerous wild
animal for damages arising in connection with the escape of a
dangerous wild animal, including liability for damage, injury, or
death caused by the animal during or after the animal's escape, or
for injury to or death of the animal as a result of apprehension or
confinement of the animal after escape.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 822.111. POWERS AND DUTIES OF EXECUTIVE COMMISSIONER;
CAGING REQUIREMENTS AND STANDARDS. (a) The executive
commissioner by rule shall establish caging requirements and
standards for the keeping and confinement of a dangerous wild
animal to ensure that the animal is kept in a manner and confined in
a primary enclosure that:

(1) protects and enhances the public's health and
safety;

(2) prevents escape by the animal; and
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(3) provides a safe, healthy, and humane environment
for the animal.

(b) An owner of a dangerous wild animal shall keep and
confine the animal in accordance with the caging requirements and
standards established by the executive commissioner.

(c) An animal registration agency may approve a deviation
from the caging requirements and standards established by the
executive commissioner, only if:

(1) the animal registration agency has good cause for
the deviation; and
(2) the deviation:
(A) does not compromise the public's health and
safety;
(B) does not reduce the total area of the primary
enclosure below that established by the executive commissioner; and
(C) does not otherwise adversely affect the
overall welfare of the animal involved.
Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
Amended by:
Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1 (S.B. 219), Sec. 3.1602,

eff. April 2, 2015.

Sec. 822.112. CARE, TREATMENT, AND TRANSPORTATION OF
ANIMAL. (a) For each dangerous wild animal, the owner shall comply
with all applicable standards of the Animal Welfare Act (7 U.S.C.
Section 2131 et seq.) and its subsequent amendments and the
regulations adopted under that Act relating to:

(1) facilities and operations;
(2) animal health and husbandry; and
(3) wveterinary care.

(b) An owner of a dangerous wild animal shall maintain a
separate written log for each dangerous wild animal documenting the
animal's veterinary care and shall make the log available to the
animal registration agency or its agent on request. The log must:

(1) identify the animal treated;
(2) provide the date of treatment;

(3) describe the type or nature of treatment; and
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(4) provide the name of the attending veterinarian, if
applicable.

(c) When transporting a dangerous wild animal, the owner of
the animal, or a designated carrier or intermediate handler of the
animal, shall comply with all transportation standards that apply
to that animal under the Animal Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. Section 2131
et seqg.) and its subsequent amendments or the regulations adopted
under that Act.

(d) A person is exempt from the requirements of this section
if the person is caring for, treating, or transporting an animal for
which the person holds a Class "A" or Class "B" dealer's license or
a Class "C" exhibitor's 1license 1issued by the secretary of
agriculture of the United States under the Animal Welfare Act (7
U.S.C. Section 2131 et seq.) and its subsequent amendments.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 822.113. OFFENSE AND PENALTY. (a) A person commits an
offense if the person violates Section 822.103(a), Section 822.106,
or Section 822.110(a) or (b). Each animal with respect to which
there is a violation and each day that a violation continues is a
separate offense.

(b) A person commits an offense if the person knowingly
sells or otherwise transfers ownership of a dangerous wild animal
to a person who does not have a certificate of registration for that
animal as required by this subchapter.

(c) An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 822.114. CIVIL PENALTY. (a) A person who violates
Section 822.103(a) is liable for a civil penalty of not less than
$200 and not more than $2,000 for each animal with respect to which
there is a violation and for each day the violation continues.

(b) The county or municipality in which the violation occurs
may sue to collect a civil penalty. A civil penalty collected under
this subsection may be retained by the county or municipality.

(c) The county or municipality in which the violation occurs

may also recover the reasonable costs of investigation, reasonable
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attorney's fees, and reasonable expert witness fees incurred by the
animal registration agency in the civil action. Costs or fees
recovered under this subsection shall be credited to the operating
account from which payment for the animal registration agency's
expenditures was made.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 822.115. INJUNCTION. Any person who 1is directly
harmed or threatened with harm by a violation of this subchapter or
a failure to enforce this subchapter may sue an owner of a dangerous
wild animal to enjoin a violation of this subchapter or to enforce
this subchapter.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 822.116. EFFECT OF SUBCHAPTER ON OTHER LAW. (a) This
subchapter does not affect the applicability of any other Ilaw,
rule, order, ordinance, or other legal requirement of this state or
a political subdivision of this state.

(b) This subchapter does not prevent a municipality or
county from prohibiting or regulating by ordinance or order the
ownership, possession, confinement, or care of a dangerous wild
animal.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 54, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.
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Bite Cases

- Governed by

- State Health and Safety Code title 10, chapter
822

- City ordinance 3.01.010




Bite Cases

- State Health Code
- Go to location to conduct investigation
- Person bitten by a dog out of its enclosure

- Get sworn/written statements from victim and
any witnesses

- Photograph victim’s wounds
- Photograph dog
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Bite Cases

- State Health Code (continued)
- Write report of investigation
- Notify owner to quarantine dog within 24 hours
- |[f serious bodily injury, get seizure warrant

- Animal control authority determine if dog is
dangerous or not and notify owner by letter
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Bite Cases

- State Health Code (continued)

- Owner must apply to municipal court and within
30 days

- Restrain dog in secure enclosure
- Obtain $1,000,000 liability insurance policy
- Comply with all city ordinances

- Dog remains under court seizure until released
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Bite Cases

- City Ordinance
- Adds requirements for

- Any animal bite or scratch which breaks the
skin

- Animal-on-animal bites or scratches which
break the skin

- Declaring an animal a nuisance
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City of San Angelo
Neighborhood & Family Services

Animal Services

Standard Operating Procedure

Animal Control — Bite Dogs

The City of San Angelo Animal Services division exists to prevent the spread of disease from animals to
humans. To further this mission, dog bites should be investigated as prescribed below.

Authority

Two laws govern the handling of bite dogs. First, State Health Code chapter 822.001 governs dogs that
attack persons or are a danger to persons. This law is adopted by the state legislature and may only be
changed during a legislative session, which occurs every other year.

Second, City of San Angelo code of ordinances 3.01.010 governs persons bitten by a dog, cat or other
animal. Additionally, city ordinance 3.08

Both laws, as they exist August 2017, are attached here for your reference.

Procedure

Under State Health Code chapter 822.001 (attached), when you receive a call of a dog bite, you will go
to the location to conduct an investigation. If a person was bitten by a dog out of its enclosure:

1. Get asworn statement from victim and any witnesses. Must be written and notarized*. *Until
we get notary’s employed, just get written statements.

Take pictures of victims’ wounds.

Take picture of dog.

Write report of investigation.

Notify owner of dog to quarantine dog.

o vk wnN

If the bite resulted in serious bodily injury to a person as determined by the shelter director, get
a seizure warrant for the dog pursuant to chapter 822.002.

7. Notify the animal control authority, currently designated as shelter director, and conduct
investigation in accordance with chapter 822.0421.



8. Animal control authority, currently designated as shelter director, must make determination
whether the dog should be deemed dangerous or not. Owner will be notified of determination.
a. If deemed dangerous, send a letter to owner stating the dog is declared dangerous.
b. The owner may then apply to municipal court under 822.0421
c. Pursuant to chapter 822.042, the owner has 30 days to comply with the regulation.
i. Restrain dog in secure enclosure.
ii. Obtain $1,000,000 liability insurance policy.
iii. Comply with all city ordinances, including spay/neuter, microchip, etc.
9. Dog will remain under court seizure order until released by court.
10. If owner appeals the determination, the court will hold a hearing in accordance with 822.003 -
.004.

Under city ordinance chapter 3.08.002, continue steps 1-4 above. these additional steps are necessary.

1. Receive call, go to location
2. Investigate
a. Get written statements from witnesses

Take pictures of victim’s wounds
Take picture of animal
If nuisance under 3.08.001, notify owner to impound if bit a person
3.01.010 impound 10 days
3.08.001

i. Nuisance

ii. File complaint in court, prosecute, 3.08.002 charge
3. If the animal can’t be caught and animal is vicious, may be destroyed or tranquilized by police or

animal control officer pursuant to 3.08.003
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Morgan Chegwidden, Assistant Director of Neighborhood Services, Neighborhood and Family

Requestor: ¢ vices, 325-657-4224

Meeting Date: September 21, 2017

Item type: Regular Item

Caption:
Update on the planned training session for October 19, 2017.

Summary/History:

Instead of a regular committee meeting, staff recommends a training session be held October 19, 2017. City attorney
Theresa James will present an overview for committee members. This will occur during the normal meeting time of
12:00pm - 1:00pm. To ensure we finish on time, all regular agenda items will be postponed until the November
committee meeting.

Financial Impact:

N/A

Other Information/Recommendation:

Staff recommends acceptance of this proposal.

Attachments:

Presentation:
None

Approvals/Reviews:

Morgan Chegwidden Created/Initiated



Morgan Chegwidden, Assistant Director of Neighborhood Services, Neighborhood and Family

Requestor: ¢ vices, 325-657-4224

Meeting Date: September 21, 2017

Item type: Regular Item

Caption:
Update on the regularly scheduled meeting for November 16, 2017.

Summary/History:

We're needing to confirm that there will be a quorum for the November meeting in anticipation of everyone's holiday
schedule. At this meeting, we plan to present both September and October shelter numbers as well as the animal
control procedure for filing animal cruelty complaints.

Financial Impact:

N/A

Other Information/Recommendation:

Staff recommends the regular meeting for November 16, 2017 proceed as scheduled.

Attachments:

Presentation:
None

Approvals/Reviews:

Morgan Chegwidden Created/Initiated



Morgan Chegwidden, Assistant Director of Neighborhood Services, Neighborhood and Family

Requestor: ¢ vices, 325-657-4224

Meeting Date: September 21, 2017

Item type: Regular Item

Caption:

Consider cancellation of the December 21, 2017 meeting due to holiday scheduling.
Summary/History:

Due to the holidays, the committee may consider cancelling the December meeting of the animal shelter advisory
committee. The bylaws state we must meet three times each calendar year, which we've already satisfied for 2017.

Financial Impact:

N/A

Other Information/Recommendation:

Staff recommends cancellation of the December 21, 2017 meeting.

Attachments:

Presentation:

None

Approvals/Reviews:

Morgan Chegwidden Created/Initiated



	1. Call to Order
	2. Public Comment
	3. Consent Agenda
	a. Consider approving the August 17, 2017 Animal Shel
	Report to Committee
	8-17-17 Minutes


	4. Regular Agenda
	a. Discussion and possible action related to monthly
	Report to Committee
	PowerPoint

	b. Discussion and possible action related to the anim
	Report to Committee
	City Ordinance Bite Cases
	State Health Code 822
	PowerPoint
	SOP Bite Cases


	5. Follow Up and Administrative Issues
	a. Update on the planned training session for October
	Report to Committee

	b. Update on the regularly scheduled meeting for Nove
	Report to Committee

	c. Consider cancellation of the December 21, 2017 mee
	Report to Committee


	6. Adjournment

